News and Notes
United Parish of Bowie
August 2026

Pastor’s Notes
Rev. Holly Ulmer

Dear Friends in Christ,

Itis a joy to be your new Stated Supply Pastor! Many thanks to all of you for your warm welcome,
and for the opportunity to serve in ministry at UPB. Since | began with you on July 13, | have been
learning “all things UPB.” Know | have so appreciated the different ways you have been helping
me settle in.

Early on, | had the good fortune of experiencing your amazing, energizing Art and Music Camp!
What an incredible educational experience for the children who attended RAINFOREST FALLS —
EXPLORING THE NATURE OF GOD. It wouldn’t have been possible without all the careful planning,
leadership, and teamwork among all the UPB volunteers. As | shared in last week’s sermon
message, no small miracle for a church our size to host this event. Art & Music Camp is something
everyone can truly be proud of, filling a vital need for young people.

This month, while daylight lingers, thunder rumbles, and frogs and crickets sing night serenades,
let us all take time to enjoy the final blessings of summer; a season many feel closer to God
through the wonders of God’s creation. Whether we travel to the seashore, the mountains or
stay close to home, God can use the beauty of nature to renew our hearts, minds and souls. From
the hymn For the Beauty of the Earth, words by Folliott S. Pierpoint “For the wonder of each hour,
of the day and of the night, hill and vale and tree and flower, sun and moon and stars of light.
Christ, our Lord, to you we raise this, our hymn of grateful praise.”

| look forward to getting to know you and your family members. Please don’t hesitate to reach
out.

Faithfully yours in Christ,
Rev Holly

UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE
August 2 Communion Sunday
August 9 Worship

1 Kings 19:1-13 “Hearing God’s Voice in Silence”



August 16 Worship

Matthew 15: 21-28 “A Woman Who Helped to Change Jesus’ Mind”

August 23 Worship

Matthew 16:13-20  “Jesus asks, ‘Who do you say that | am?’”
August 30 Worship

September 6 Communion Sunday — Labor Day Weekend

Bulletin Announcements: Please send to Sue by Wednesday.

Communion Servers Needed: Anyone who is currently on the Parish Board, or has ever served
on the Parish Board, is invited to sign up to be a Communion Server. There is a sign-up sheet In
the Narthex.

SERVICE & MISSION COMMITTEE
Bowie Food Pantry: Please bring your non-perishable food donation, paper goods, baby
items (diapers/wipes) and toiletries to the basket by the side door. Reminder when
selecting items to donate to the Bowie Pantry, UPB also helps stock the rice shelf as part
of the Pantry’s adopt-a-shelf program. Thanks for your generous giving.

Saturday, August 15-The Outreach Committee and Service and Mission Committee will
participate as vendors at the City of Bowie’s Back-to-School Bash at the City Gym. A
special thank you to everyone who donated backpacks and school supplies to support
this event. Your generosity will help local students start the school year prepared and
ready to learn.

PARISH BOARD will be meeting on August 12.

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS

Saturday Sept. 5%, 2026, we are hosting a Community Health Fair 10 am — 2 pm.
Dawn will have more info to come.



ONGOING EVENTS

Women'’s Circle: 2nd Saturday of each month all year long at 10 am. All women of the
congregation and all women of our community. See Dawn for info 4Dawn.LP@gmail.com

Ladies Lunch: Is now the Second Wednesday at First Watch. First Watch is located at 15471
Excelsior Dr, Bowie, MD 20716. Please let Sharon Doughty know you are coming, and yes, you
can bring a friend.

Men’s Fellowship
Men’s Breakfast: 2nd and 4th Thursday at 9 am at Nautilus Dinner in Crofton

Men's Night Out: 3rd Thursday at 6:30 pm at Glory Days in Edgewater

Book Club

1st Friday at 7:00 pm at the Barbato’s. Contact Jan Barbato for info
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